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No Impact Man –Colin Beavan– coming to Edinboro University
M. Robert Marks

Contributing Writer
“Colin Beavan is a liberal schlub who got tired of listening to himself complain about the world without ever actually doing anything about it..." Thus, in November, 2006, Beavan launched a year-long project in which he, his wife, his two-year-old daughter and his four-year-old dog went off the grid and attempted to live in the middle of New York City with as little environmental impact as possible.
Colin will be at Edinboro University to tell the story of his experiences and the lessons learned on Tuesday, December 2 during the S.E.E.D. sponsored Green Energy Week.   Mr. Beavan will be introduced by President Brown, an ardent believer in implementing sustainable practices at our university.  The appearance of Colin Beavan at EUP is due to the generosity of The Black Family Foundation who was also the corporate sponsor the movie FUEL playing during Green Energy Week (see article elsewhere in The Spectator).
The point of Colin’s project was to experiment with ways of living that might both improve quality of life and be less harmful to the planet. It also provided a narrative vehicle by which to attract broad public attention to the range of pressing environmental crises including: food system sustainability, climate change, water scarcity, and materials and energy resource depletion.  Beavan's experiment in lifestyle redesign became the subject of his book (available at the Campus Bookstore) and the Sundance-selected documentary which was premiered on the campus last week. 
“After seeing his movie and taking the No Impact Project challenge, we are very excited about the visit of Colin Beavan,” said S.E.E.D. advisor Dr. Karen Eisenhart, “his presence here will give the students an opportunity to ask questions and receive practical advice on how to live a sustainable lifestyle.”

Beavan currently writes and administers the provocative environmental blog NoImpactMan.com, which has become a meeting point for discussion of environmental issues from a "deep green" perspective. He also travels the country speaking to a wide variety of audiences about the intersection of sustainability and human quality of life.
The No Impact project has been the subject of stories in the New York Times, the Christian Science Monitor, and many other national and international news outlets. Beavan has appeared on The Colbert Report, Good Morning America, Nightline, The Montel Show, and all the major NPR shows. 

He is the director of the No Impact Project, a visiting scholar at NYU, an advisor to the University's Sustainability Task Force, and sits on the board of directors of New York City's Transportation Alternatives and on the advisory council of Just Food.

#  #  #
QUOTES from No Impact Man:
“You should worry less about your carbon footprint and more about your family footprint."

“Waste less resources.

   Waste less life.”
“We cannot wait for the system to change. 
   We individuals are the system.”
