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“Two environmental films are coming to Edinboro… so I will watch them both!”
M. Robert Marks

Contributing Writer

Two very diverse and unique films will be shown during Green Energy Week, yet both have been compared as complimentary to Al Gore’s “An Inconvenient Truth.”  
“I expect these films will cause people to learn something new about pressing environmental issues and the possible solutions,” said M. Robert Marks, SEED chair of Green Energy Week, “I also hope they will provoke some emotion, maybe some anger and ultimately some positive actions to preserve our planet.”

FUEL – playing at the Scot Theater December 1 to 4
The subtitle to the movie FUEL is “uncovering America’s dirty (little) secret” and the provocative promotion poster shows a naked man with a red, white and blue gas nozzle covering the appropriate area.  FUEL provides an amazing, in-depth, personal look at oil use and abuse as it examines wide-ranging energy solutions other than oil, the faltering US auto and petroleum industries, and the latest stirrings of the American mindset toward alternative energy.

FUEL comes to Edinboro with a long list of awards including being chosen for the Audience Award for best documentary at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival.  Robert Redford, host of the festival, said that “FUEL has an important message and Sundance was the place to launch it. We love this film.”
Josh Tickell spent 11 years making this stirring, radical, and powerful film portrait of America’s overwhelming addiction to, and reliance on, oil.  He decided to make a film, focusing both on the knowledge and insight he discovered, but also giving hope that solutions are at reach.  Josh has an incurable optimism throughout the film that an individual can indeed make a difference.

The beauty of FUEL is that it gives an honest and balanced assessment of all forms of energy and encourages the discussion about the consequences of abusing our oil resources.  This movie will challenge the audience to learn more and do more as it exposes the shocking connections between the auto industry, the oil industry and government, while exploring alternative energies such as solar wind, electricity and non-food based biofuels.

The Age of Stupid – Premiere showing in Pennsylvania on Monday, November 30 at the Pogue Center.

This movie has it all: climate change, oil, war, politics, consumerism and human stupidity.  The Age of Stupid is described as a “drama-documentary-animation hybrid” which stars Oscar-nominated Pete Postlethwaite as an old man living in the devastated world of 2055, watching 'archive' footage from 2008 and asking: why didn't we stop climate change while we had the chance?
In addition to the unique style of the film, the way they raised money has received a lot of attention.  It is a “crowd funded” film where shares were sold to just regular people who paid a minimum of £5,000 ($8,300 USD)    242 people invested as individuals, couples, families, groups of friends, hockey teams, a health centre and one woman buying four "shares" for her four god-children.
The film takes place in the year 2055 when runaway climate change has ravaged the planet. Pete plays the founder of The Global Archive, a storage facility located in the (now melted) Arctic, preserving all of humanity's achievements in the hope that the planet might one day be habitable again. Or that intelligent life may arrive and make use of all that we’ve achieved. By focusing on six human stories, all connected in some way to the oil industry, he pulls together clips of “archive” news and documentary from 1950->2008 to build a message showing what went wrong and why. 

The Age of Stupid is being hailed by some as a brilliant piece of environmental film making that will have an even greater impact than Al Gore's An Inconvenient Truth.  We like to think of it as an entertaining and frequently glimpse into the future if we don’t stop acting Stupid!
More information on Green Energy Week including clips of both movies can be found at  http://EdinboroGreenWeek.org.
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About S.E.E.D.:

The purpose of Students of Edinboro for Environmental Defense is to promote knowledge and awareness of environmental issues by participating in field trips, inviting guest speakers and arranging for “green” activities.  The club also serves the local community through various volunteer projects such as highway and stream cleanups and creating nature trails.

About Green Energy Week

The purpose of Green Energy Week” is to educate and motivate students, faculty and the general public by providing as much information as possible on renewable energy and living green to allow them to take action.
